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the short ends. The wire clips used in fastening some kinds of feed sacks have been found in the hearts of animals dead of this disease. It behooves the farmer to exercise a little care to prevent unfortunate happenings of this nature.
Cause
Any sharp-pointed object may bring about this trouble. A piece of baling wire, for example, is swallowed. It passes down into the second stomach or reticulum. As the digestive processes proceed, the walls of the reticulum move and the wire slips down to the bottom of this sac. After a time the continual movement of the food contents causes the wire to penetrate the walls of the reticulum. A short distance of about two inches separates the walls of the reticulum from the heart. In between lies the diaphragm. After the wire punctures the reticulum, it continues on through the diaphragm and eventually works its way into the sac surrounding the heart and even into the heart itself. This may sound far-fetched, but it happens often enough to make it a grim reality on many farms.
Symptoms
The farmer will seldom be able to recognize this form of heart disease. The actions of the affected animal vary so much that an exact description of the symptoms is almost impossible. Frequently a diagnosis is not made until after the animal dies and the carcass is examined. There may be, however, evidence of pain and irregular appetite. The breathing may be jerky, and some stockmen think they can detect a splashing sound if there is a large quantity of fluid in the chest cavity. If the nail or wire does not penetrate into the heart itself, it may be finally surrounded by new tissue and death delayed indefinitely.
A diagnosis may be made and when the animal dies the post-mortem examination will reveal the nail or wire sticking into the heart. In some cases the animal drops dead without having appeared sick at all. If it were possible to